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• Reflections on the continent • CLPA meeting, Bamako  • African Tertiary Arts Education event  • FEATURED MEMBER: Espace Partage Photo
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CONTRIBUTING 
MEMBERS

Nlele Institute
Lagos, Nigeria

Espace Partage Photo
Bamako, Mali

National School 
of Arts
Dakar, Senegal

Be part of the next issue. 
Send your contribution 
before 15 May 2016  to:
Mamadou Touré dit BEHAN 
tourebehan@yahoo.fr

Contemporary Image Collective
Cairo, Egypt

Sudanese Photographers Group
Khartoum, Sudan

PHOTO:
Johannesburg, South Africa

Market Photo Workshop
Johannesburg, South Africa

Alle School of Fine Arts & Design, 
Addis Ababa University
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Akinbode Akinbiyi
Independent mentor
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LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITIES SINCE SEP 2015 TILL NOW

Lagos Open Range Exhibition, September 2015
The inaugural edition of the Lagos Open Range exhibition of the Nlele Institute was shown 12-26 
Sep at the Goethe Institut Lagos. Showing the work of 8 photographers that included Andrew Esiebo, 
Rahima Gambo, Adebowale Enitan, Otuke Ologeh Charles, Jere Ikongio, Tunji Lana, Aderemi Adegbite 
and Logo Oluwamuyiwa, the exhibition was curated by video artist Jude Anogwih and photographer 
Abraham Oghobase. The exhibition was later shown at the Bamako Encounters.

Tierney Bamako Awards, Johannesburg, Dec 2015
Algerian photographer, Nassim Rouchiche, was announced the recipient of the Tierney Bamako Award 
in 2015. Market Photo Workshop in collaboration with the Tierney Family Foundation and Bamako 
Encounters 2015, launched this mentorship award that offers the winner a chance to produce a new 
body of work with support of an established mentor and infrastructure at the Market Photo Workshop 
over a 15-month period.

 Photography Incubator Programme, 
Johannesburg, Nov 2015 – Mar 2016
As part of the Market Photo Workshop’s public programming, a 5-month long Photography 
Incubator Programme that is designed to provide practical experience and exposure to practicing 
photographers who require assistance in setting up their professional careers, was launched in 
Nov 2015. 10 photographers were selected to join the mentoring and masterclass programme that 
looks at relevant and critical aspects of the photography industry in South Africa. 

Young Photojournalist Award, Johannesburg, Jan 2016
Independent Newspaper’s The Star has partnered with Market Photo Workshop to create an award for 
a young photojournalist to study in the Photojournalism and Documentary Photography Programme 
2016. This opportunity was awarded to an aspiring young photographer Dimpho Maja. 

Niele Institute, Lagos.
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 Bamako Encounters’ Schools Project
For the 10th Edition of the Bamako Encounters, Seydou Camara was selected as the project 
coordinator to train 10,000 students across 100 schools in the Bamako district. The project wants to 
create greater involvement of the local population to the Biennale, but at the same time develop 
basic visual literacy and awareness of photography. Dozens of professional photographers were 
mobilised and assisted with this training.

Fotoparty Lagos, Jul & Sep 2015
In partnership with the Video Art Network (VAN) Lagos and Goethe Institut, the Nlele Institute 
launched Fotoparty Lagos in Jul & Sep 2015. It is an evening/night of photography and video 
projections, music and entertainment at the rooftop of the City Hall, Lagos. The events’ intention is to 
expose and promote unknown and emerging artists and at the same time creating a space to look at 
and consider images without the formality of the conventions of the gallery and museum spaces.

JAWMALI Photo Contest, Bamako, Sep-Dec 2015
In conjunction with the Bamako Encounters, African Biennale of Photography, Espace Partage Photo 
(EPP) launched the inaugural JAWMALI Photo Contest, between 15 September and 15 October 2015 
that attracted 115 entries. The jury awarded 15 photographers: 10 photographers received honourable 
mention, and the top 5 photographers received cameras and photographic equipment. A street 
exhibition of the work closed 5 Dec 2015.

Photo Saturday Bamako, Jan 2016
The EPP’s 16th edition of BSP (Photo Saturday Bamako), which is a temporary projected exhibition on 
the last Saturday evening of the month, saw 8 photographers screening their work (30 Jan 2016). 

Giséle Wulfsohn Mentorship, Johannesburg, 2015
Phumzile Khanyile is the 2015 recipient of the Giséle Wulfsohn Mentorship, awarded by the Market Photo 
Workshop in association with the Family and Friends of Giséle Wulfsohn. Ayana Jackson is her mentor.

LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITIES SINCE SEP 2015 TILL NOW CONTINUED

Photo Street, EPP, Hamdalaye, Bamako Nov 2015
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�Training of professional Malian photographers, 2015
In partnership with FAFPA (the support fund for vocational training and learning) and the Union of 
Photographers of Mali, CFP initiated and implemented a set of training initiatives for professional 
photographers throughout Mali in 2015. The training includes general photography as well as 
Photoshop training. For instance, in Nov 2015 the 15-day course in Timbuktu had 12 participants and in 
Mopti there were 20 participants. 

Public Photo Talks, Khartoum, Sep-Nov 2015
The Sudanese Photographers Group had 3 public photo-talks: 

• 15 Sep, Screening of a film on Alfred Stieglitz

•	 �8 Oct, Presentation by Dr Ali Mohamed Osman sharing his photography journey from the 60s till now

• 25 Nov, Photography in Sudan, presented by Ala Kheir & Shihab Diab

GoPro Europe Equipment Loan, Addis, Feb 2016
The Alle School of Fine Arts and Design, Addis, will loan high quality equipment from their Hungarian 
partners for six graduating students that will not only provide students with technological needs but 
hopefully also support further interaction and exchange. 

Addis Video Art Festival
The Alle School of Fine Arts and Design, Addis, is a collaborator of the Addis Video Art Festival, that 
presented and explored the complexities of the idea of “new home”, as an analogy for rapid changing 
Addis Abeba. Screening happens throughout the city including street corners, rooftops, art centres etc. 
to engage not only the artist community but also general public passing by.

Lagos Open Range and Masterclass, September 2015
To the backdrop of the Lagos Open Range exhibition, a two-week photography Masterclass conducted 
by Akinbode Akinbiyi, in association with the Goethe Institut Lagos and the Nlele Institute was held 
to investigate urban experiences in Lagos. A catalogue of the Open Range event together with the 
results of the 2 previous masterclasses that Akinbode held in Lagos was published during this time.

LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITIES SINCE SEP 2015 TILL NOW CONTINUED

ENA workshop, Senegal, Jan 2015.CFP workshop, Mopti.
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PLANNED LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITIES TILL SEP 2016
The Nlele Institute

ONGOING COURSES
The Hawkster Project
The Nlele Institute is seeking funds for a Special Purpose Project that will target out-of-school youths 
who take to street hawking as a result of social and economic reasons.  While not exclusively designed 
for street hawkers only, the project’s name serves as a metaphor for those who are educationally 
disadvantaged in our society.  The project will re-orientate these young people toward photography as 
an alternative to street hawking, trading or any other venture where they are exposed to danger.

The participants will have the opportunity to take photography courses at foundation, intermediate, 
advanced levels alongside proficiency lessons in reading and writing at the Nlele Institute.  The project 
aims to create social change in our communities by empowering young people who would ordinarily 
have little or no access to formal or informal education. 

J.D Okhai’ Ojeikere Fellowship
The Nlele Institute is seeking funds for the J.D Okhai’ Ojeikere Fellowship that will serve as a work 
production grant for photographers in residency programme at the Nlele Institute.  J.D Okhai’ 
Ojeikere is the iconic Nigerian photographer who produced important photographs of the pre- and 
post- independence era in Nigeria.  His work consists of thousands of images that have now become 
an anthropological, ethnographic and national photography treasure. 

Each year, starting from mid 2016, two (2) photographers will work and develop a new photography 
project while in residence at the Nlele Institute for 6 months under the mentorship and guidance of a 
group of renowned Nigerian photographers, theorists and curators.

Dis Kain’ City: a new vision of Lagos 
In March 2016 the Nlele Institute in collaboration with the Goethe Institut in Lagos will kick start the 
Dis Kain’ City: a new vision of Lagos with 15 emerging Nigerian photographers to develop a new vision 
that counters existing stereotyped narratives of Lagos. Training will include engagement with notable 
Nigerian artists, photographers and curators

The Nlele Institute Training Workshops and Curriculum
The programme will be expanded to give more opportunities to young photographers in Nigeria. 
The drafting of an articulated training curriculum to give a clear pedagogical direction will be started 
towards end 2016.

Photo:

Mentorship Programme
Photo: will be launching its mentorship programme in the first half of 2016. 6 photographers from 
the region will join in a 3yr mentorship working on a collaborative project towards an exhibition and 
publication. The mentorship will deal with issues of land and migration.

Editioning and mentorship
Photo: will invite 10 photographers on a mentorship to guide them on editioning and making practical 
selections for exhibitions/other media. 
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Contemporary Image Collective

2016 planning
CIC is currently finalizing the 2016 programme which spans photography into the larger sphere of 
visual culture. CIC’s main focus this year is their long-term project on imprisonment called If Not For That 
Wall, the preliminary phase of workshops and research leading up to the next PhotoCairo Festival and 
the extension and re-conceptualization of our educational activities. 

Portfolio Review / Table Exhibition
March 2016 annual Portfolio Review / Table Exhibition, where participants are invited to show their work 
as prints, booklets, posters, or slideshows on tables and engage in conversations with the group of 
reviewers and the public.

The Portfolio Review will take place on tables set up in CIC exhibition space and each participant is 
invited to show work on a table over the course of two hours.

Every month, CIC invites one or more guests (artists, curators, photographers, photojournalists, etc.) 
to be present for an afternoon and meet with younger artists to discuss their work. Encounters takes 
place in an informal setting at CIC library and creates a space for exchange of thought, knowledge and 
experience on contemporary image practices. 

Ongoing courses
CIC will continue to offer photography courses such as Introduction to DSLR, Basic Darkroom 
techniques, Studio Photography and alternative printing techniques workshops. Alongside these 
technical courses CIC is currently conceptualizing a new series of longer courses with a focus on visual 
literacy, history of photography and video, and aesthetics/representation. This programme is still in 
development; CIC aims to launch it in April 2016. 

New services
In addition to our already existing facilities including the Digital Lab, the  Analogue Lab, the Lighting 
Studio, and the Artists Studio, CIC recently launched two new services: The Preservation Studio and 
the Positive Colour Film Processing. The Preservation Studio team of specialists survey photographic 
collections to provide an assessment of their value and preservation condition with a suggested 
scientific plan for their preservation and creating rehousing solutions (envelopes, boxes, sleeves, 
etc.). The Processing positive colour films (slide) aims to meet the needs of photographers and artists 
interested in working with analogue films and was added in response to the lack of slide development 
in Egypt since 2010.

Sudanese Photographers Group

Masterclass with Akinbode Akinbiyi
Planned for 2016’s first quarter, the Sudanese Photographers Group and Akinbode will run a 
masterclass with 12 participants over 2 weeks to further develop photographers’ work that was initiated 
in the previous masterclass.

3 Portfolio Review Sessions
The first of 3 planned Portfolio Reviews for 2016 will be conducted by Akinbode Akinbiyi along with 
local photographers like Mohamed Noureldin (Reuters photographer),  Dr Ali (photography instructor 
from Sudan university) and Ala Kheir.

Murgan Photo Week 2016
The Mugran Photo Week is a bi-annual photography festival. The first edition was in 2014 and 2016 will 
be second edition. It’s a joint project between Sudanese Photographers Group and the Goethe Institut, 
Khartoum to showcase work and engage public. 

PLANNED LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITIES TILL SEP 2016 CONTINUED
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National School of Arts, Senegal

Next courses
For the 3rd year students of the Arts and Cultural Degree there is a photo module of about 50hrs that 
looks at theoretical and practical aspects of photography.

Market Photo Workshop

Ongoing courses
The Market Photo Workshop year programme of courses include 6 Foundation (2months), 3 
Intermediate Courses (3 months), 1 Advanced Programme in Photography (APP) (one-year programme), 
1 Photojournalism and Documentary Photography Programme (PDP) (one-year programme). 

Accreditation application 
The Market Photo Workshop will continue with the application for accreditation with the Council for 
Higher Education.

New Courses
The Market Photo Workshop plans to introduce a new Analogue Photography Course (short course) as 
well as a yearlong Photography Incubator Programme to support emerging photographers with their 
careers.

Alle School of Fine Arts and Design 

Vacancy Contract basis for experienced photography professional
The Alle School of Fine Arts and Design, Addis, wants to hire an experienced photography professional 
of contract basis for at least 2 years.

Akinbode Akinbiyi

Also see elsewhere

Peregrination Exhibition in Lagos
In March 2016 Akinbode will be setting up the touring exhibition “Peregrination” at the the Goethe 
Institut in Lagos and further develop the opening into a programme of talks and reviews.

PLANNED LEARNING AND TEACHING ACTIVITIES TILL SEP 2016 CONTINUED
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REFLECTIONS ON THE CONTINENT

Update from Cairo
For the past few months the independent art scene in Egypt has been under 
attack by the Egyptian authorities. Authorities have raided different art spaces 
and institutions, closed one of them down, occasionally staff members have 
been detained (for 1 or 2 days at max) and/or equipment has been taken, and 
some had to pay a fine. CIC was among the first spaces that have been raided 
in November 2015 (during our last days in Bamako). There is still a court case 
pending that probably will conclude by CIC having to pay a fine.

The raids are not only targeting art institutions/spaces but authorities have also been checking private 
apartments, especially where foreigners live as well as online newspapers and private studios. It is true 
that the raids are concentrated in downtown Cairo where Tahrir Square is, but raids also took place in 
other areas.

It is important to remember that 25 Jan 2016 was the fourth anniversary of the revolution. Despite the 
unstable and unpredictable atmosphere, art institutions (including CIC) decided to keep their doors 
open and to operate normally.

Some articles on the subject:

• http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/30/world/middleeast/egypt-shuts-arts-venues-amid-signs-of-
clampdown.html?

• http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35322163

• http://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2015-12-30/egyptian-officials-raid-art-house-
publishing-house?page=2

Update from Johannesburg
The #FeesMustFall movement erupted into a national student protests 
at most South African universities in November 2015 in response to 
government’s announcement that the 2016 fees would increase a further 6%. 
High tuition fees makes tertiary education unaffordable for many students 
from lower and middle income families. Students demanded free tertiary 
education and an end to labour outsourcing practices. As the movement 
developed, including protests to parliament, it became clear that there are 
also academic issues of context that are not addressed that leads to many 
students feeling distanced by the curriculum and further by social cultures at 
the univeristies. The transformation of curriculum has become a key concern 
for many academics, students and for society.

Much of the protests continued at the start of the new academic year in January 2016 and issues of 
race and language are now also on the agenda. There have been unfortunate violent and disruptive 
incidents from both protesting students and authorities, with little direction from national government 
to deal with the issues as urgent.

• http://www.timeslive.co.za/politics/2016/02/24/Gordhan-finds-money-for-feesmustfall

• http://mg.co.za/article/2016-01-13-three-reasons-why-feesmustfall-protests-will-continue

• http://www.dw.com/en/student-protests-in-south-africa-end-in-violence-and-flames/a-19075828
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BAMAKO ENCOUNTERS –  
CLPA NETWORK MEETING, 
31 OCT – 3 NOV 2015
With the support of the Goethe Institut, CLPA members were invited to Bamako to meet in Oct 2015. 
Some of the central questions that were discussed during the meeting are listed below. (The report was 
sent to all members at the end of 2015)

What can the network assist us with?
•• Professionalisation

•• Photography Training, including curriculum development, content and methodologies

•• Creating a shared culture of learning and exchange, information, trends, events, points of view

•• Platform of exchange

•• Relevance 

How do we sustain this network?
•• Sustainability is dependent on contributions of each member

•• Fundraising and structure?

•• Expanding membership?

These questions have become the 2016 agenda and our planned meeting. Members are encouraged to 
consider these questions ongoingly.

THE AFRICAN TERTIARY ARTS 
EDUCATION NETWORKING EVENT 
The African Tertiary Arts Education Networking Event took place from 30 Nov to 2 Dec 2015 in Cape 
Town. Organised by the African Arts Institute with the support of the Goethe Institut, the Networking 
Event aimed at opening and discussing challenges currently facing arts education in Africa and creating 
a possible action plan from there.

http://www.afai.org.za/african-tertiary-arts-education-networking-event-30th-november-2nd-
december-2015/

Some of the points of discussion that might be of interest to CLPA?

•• Why do we need networks? What are the possibilities and limitations of networks?

•• How do African educators break free from paradigms that do not reflect the contexts that they 
operate within?

•• What is the place for non-formal education on the continent? *

•• Do our networks need to lobby continental authorities (like AU) to impact on policy decisions, how 
do we do this?

•• How do we become sustainable networks?

* There was a discussion on research on non-formal education strategies that the Goethe Institut 
commissioned and whose outcomes are reflected in the publication Creating Spaces: Non-Formal Art/s 
Education and Vocational Training for Artists in Africa between cultural policies and cultural funding. (Nicola 
Lauré Al-Samarai)
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FEATURED MEMBER FOR THE CURRENT NEWSLETTER

ESPACE PARTAGE PHOTO
Bamako, Mali

The Espace Partage Photo (EPP) (translated: the Space for Sharing 
of Photography), formed out of a previous collective, is a shared 
workspace for photography in Bamako in Mali. EPP offers a space 
to share knowledge, tools, resources and opportunities amongst its 
members to develop and strengthen their photography practice. 

EPP’s ethos is built on the understanding that there is a strong tradition of sharing in Africa. This 
tradition is particularly important when there is a lack of resources. EPP mentors share knowledge and 
skills with new members who want to learn. For EPP, this method of dissemination of knowledge seems 
to be the most relevant and fitting method in the context of Mali.

In the 3 years of operation EPP has become a meeting place, a melting pot for shared knowledge, 
and an incubator for emerging talent. As a group of interested parties it builds a network of people, 
companies and institutions that significantly increases the scope and efforts of members and the 
promotion of their work.



CLPA NEWS #01        12

EPP operates from a space of 30 square meters in Hamdallaye, Bamako with 6 Mac computers, all the 
necessary devices for photography production, and a good internet connection. Open seven days a 
week (7h30-22h00) and offering a wide range of services, training and opportunities at an extremely 
modest price that one can use without making a long term commitment. Members pay a monthly 
contribution of 5000 FCFA or 7.50 €. 

Members share knowledge and skills on exhibitions, competitions, technical innovations etc. Some 
of the technical assistance include training sessions to use internet, tools and tips for promotion of 
work, using social networks, media and blogs, advise and assistance to purchase equipment, especially 
online, and facilitating online payments. On the request of members, group or individual sessions on 
some areas of practice like critical reading of images and portfolios can be arranged.

EPP has been operating on the principle that it can operate and act without waiting for external help 
and thus all activities so-far have been self-financed or supported by local professional partners in 
Mali. Some of the activities that EPP organize include Bamako Saturday Photo, a monthly event on 
photography and video on the last Saturday of each month. 

Emmanuelle Bakary Daou is the Head of EPP. After his fine arts training at INA “Bamako National 
Institute of Arts” he has been working as a photographer with a documentary approach; bordering 
between journalism and art photography. In 1994 he became a founding member of the association 
“Djaw-Mali” (which means images of Mali). In 2009 he established the Digital-Club, a group of passionate 
photographers and in 2011 he became a member and co-founder of EPP. His photographic projects have 
been exhibited in Mali, France and elsewhere in Europe. His photographs are part of the National Archive 
Museum of Mali.




